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BD/A 75-8226 


JAN 1 ® 75 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT : A Presidential Classroos for Young 

Americans 

Sir: 


1. By letter dated 10 January 1075 , the Executive 
Director of A Presidential Classroom for Young Americans 
requested that you address the students at their Gradua- 
tion Banquet during the 1971 program. The Banquets take 
place at the Sheraton- Park Hotel from 7:00-8:30 p.a., 
and you have been provided three possible dates for con- 
sideration* 28 February, 21 March and 4 April 1975. 

2. By way of background, the Agency has participated 

in the program since 1972, and we have been fortunate in 
receiving extremely favorable ratings as a result of the f I no 
performance of young Agency officers who have been working 
with the students, a nd th« «Tr«ll»Tir b rief tags at the Ageac 
normally handled by| | In his recent lette 

of 23 September 1974, Mr. John Golden was strong in his 
praise of the Agency's approach, and he pointed out that the 
characteristic which contributed most to the students* 
favorable Judgment is that CIA personnel field the tough 
questions without hiding behind bureaucratic gobbledygooh 

or evasion. Mr. Golden concluded with the statement that 
he would be calling one day in a candid effort to persuade 
you to meet a class. Your response of 21 December 1974, 
left the door open by stating you "would be happy to con- 
sider” such a meeting* 

3. It is my view that this is an excellent program, 
the Agency has received very high grades in the past, the 
timing is right, and it would be a good meehanlsa for some 
frank discussion of recent events. I am reminded that you 
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case through extremely veil in talking to our summer 
employees , who asked some very penetrating Questions, and 
I think the same forthright approach would do us a lot of 
good, particularly with young people in and out of the 
Agency. As Mr. Golden Implied, we may net make many con- 
versions, but the students will leave with a little more 
respect and understanding of our mission- -and that is the 
name of the game. 

4. On the premise that you may agree with this ra- 
tionale, I have taken the liberty ef drafting a positive 
response for your signature. 


John F. Blake 
Deputy Director 
for 

Administration 


Att 


Distribution: 
Original $ 1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
2 - 


DCI w/att 
DDCI w/att 
ER w/att 
DD/A w/att 


Js - JFB w/o att 


'ATINTL 


EO-DD/A: 


der (17 Jan 75) 
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D9/A 75-0227 


Hr** Aaglo B. Xkltmkmt 
axe cut its Slrecter 
A CUf«re9« for 

Ymu AMrlcios 
lift Office Box iiOI4 
Vashiaftoa, 9, C. 26936 

Boor Mrs. 4kit«i» ; 

Theafc you for your lot tor of 19 Jaaoary if?5» iarltl r$ 
no to address tho studoats at their Graduation Banquet 
4srUj tk# 197$ pregraa. It woo quite thoughtful of yets to 
of for misiti 4§tti for kjt carts Herat lea is tk« February * 
April ti«« freas* 

As 1 palates m t is s recoot letter to Mr. Joke 3el;U& 
the Coat r si Xatclligeae* Agency Bos Boom very fever ably 
disposed towards A rresldeatiai Clsssrooa for Yeuag America i 
sad wo Bars node o ceaseless effort to solsct high caliinr 
yeas# Agency officers to reprosest us la this worthwhile 
oodosver. This attitado fits la with ay ova of forts la the 
last year to provide tho A&aricas public with a clearer 
stoadi&g of the Aaericsa istelilgemce process la aa apes 
society* 1 **, of course, conscious cast roeoat public it) 
shout tho Agency sight generate iscrossod interest by th< 
ilsdHtt la this issue. 

for tho shoes reasons, 1 accept with pleasure your tie-. 1 
imvitatiea, apd 1 lool Co?war4 to aeotlas with the student $ 
ha fahreary If * 5 . 

' ' Siacerely. 


W. I. Colby 
director 




/ s / John. F. Fisk 0 

’"3oSa"T7"fIaEd“ 


■{ j«h 

(date) 
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